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ished the justices of the peace in 1562 to * look to the assize
of victual'*; and in the eighteenth century a number of
Acts demonstrated that, in the case of bread, Parliament
remained wedded to the authoritarian traditions of State
control identified with the absolute monarchy. The Act of
1710 affirmed that the law of 1266 for settling the Assize
of Bread, the oldest enactment relating to bread on the
statute-book, was " expressed in terms so obscure and im-
practicable in these times that many doubts and difficulties
have arisen and daily do arise in the construction thereof " ;
and it was now replaced by a new measure in order that " a
plain and constant rule and method may henceforward be
duly observed and kept in the making and assizing of the
several sorts of bread made for sale ". The local authorities
were enjoined to set ' the assize and weight' of bread
according to the price of flour, " making reasonable allow-
ance to the bakers for their charges, pains and livelihoods " a.
A subsequent Act (1758) established not only an Assize
Table where the price of bread was fixed and the weight
varied (' assized bread'), but also a Price Table where the
weight was fixed and the price varied (' prized bread ') *.
The Assize of Bread was based upon the principles that The pur-
in the sale of an article of prime necessity " the price
be moderate", and "all temptation to the seller to deceive
the buyer either in its quality or weight should be counter-
acted as far as possible " 4. It was intended, wrote Davenant,
to " give the common people the benefit of plenty ", con-
sumption keeping pace with abundance and the weight of
bread increasing as the price of corn fell. He noted that it
was " strange economy in our government" that plenty
shoiild make things a greater drug to the first seller and very
little cheaper to the buyer; and he attributed this defect
*  Tudor and Stuart Proclamations (ed. Steele), i. 558,
*  Statutes, ix. 248 ; House of Commons Journals, xvi. 389.   A table of
the Assize of Bread is given in Penkethman, Artachthos or A New Books
declaring the Assise or Weight of Bread (1638) ; Powel, The Assize of Bread
(ed. 1661); Sheppard, Of the Office of the Clerk of the Market (1665), 35.
8 Statutes at Large, vii, 218 seq.
*  Annals of Agriculture, xxi. 551.  The clerk of the market was appointed
in every county to oversee all the measures : Sheppard, Of the Office of the
Clerk of the Market (1665), I,